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Melanie Young is a visual artist based in Cornwall. Alongside her own discrete practice, she is also one half of ‘The Splendid Sisters’ a collaborative multimedia arts practice and is co-director of Open The Box Arts. OBTA has a deep belief in socially engaged arts practice and a curiosity which they explore through research and making. They take great pleasure in their collaborative practice where the outcomes are enriched, enhanced and emboldened by their collective endeavour.
As The Splendid Sisters they create artworks (taking the form of performance, installation and film) that shine a light on the mysterious process of grief, loss and its resolution. Their practice encompasses choreography, improvisation and storytelling to create thought provoking experiences.


 The Splendid Film Festival  2023 The Splendid Sisters  have recently curated an outdoor independent film festival. 12 films on loops in various locations in a beautiful site, something different, outside of the ordinary, in their own way, in their own space, for everyone 

Wild Escape – 2023 The Museum of Cornish Life. This was an engagement project ‘Flying free’ working with young people to create an exhibition for the museum responding to their taxidermy collection as part of The Wild Escape national project.

More than one story   2023- A visual art project working with the visitors to the Community Kitchen, we have created packs of playing cards and tablecloths containing their print designs.

Can You See Me – 2022/23 This immersive exhibition, the culmination of 12 months collaboration and co creation, is a mixture of sound score, portrait photographs, small ‘icons’ inspired by the portraits, a short film from choreographed movement and a 2 minute documentary capturing the process

The Seven Rituals  2021/22-ACE funded,  a film/ performance /installation  exploring the enigmatic mutability of grief  Using moving image, sound score, choreography and visual art, this work gave our audiences a transformative experience that offers hope in these strange times.

Ordinalia –2021 Kresen Kernow commissioned the creating of a temporary stained glass window exhibited as part of The Ordialia exhibition in the  Archive building library. Images were inspired by The Ordinalia text. 4 schools in Cornwall from areas referenced in the Ordinalia took part.
 The Splendid Hut 

Making The Invisible, Visible -2019 Lottery funded film project in collaboration with Gil Ratcliffe  Park View and Holifield Farm Day centres,   This work gave a voice and visibility to adults with learning disabilities in the Helston area. Together we created a short film where the participants took the lead . 

Grasp The Nettle  2019-Commissioned for Truro Cathedral to be screened during lockdown.This  is a tale of bravery and bold adventure, unfolding in a beautifully lit wardrobe construction. Shadow play, film 
and visual art bring this uplifting story to life.

We are Splendid. – 2019 ACE funded performance installation We Are Splendid is a performance/installation using visual art, film, text and movement. It is inspired by the light and dark of grief and loss, exploring what we keep and what we discard in the weight of grief. The performance comprises 7 short chapters taking the audience on a transformative journey to acceptance and resolution. Museum of Cornish Life 

The Last Telegram and Signs and Signals 2017 -Menwinion Country House care home  creating for exhibitioin for PK Porthcurno residents with dementia. These were two co-creation projects bringing together volunteers from the museum and residents from the care home to create objects inspired by the museum’s collection. An overarching theme to these projects became communication, memory and story.
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In Place of The Other
Acrylic and posca on canvas
2023
160 x 80cm
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