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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
SAFEDI - Social Art for Equality, Diversity and Inclusion was a Fellowship project funded by the Arts & Humanities Research Council, initiated by 
Professor Amanda Ravetz of Manchester Metropolitan University's Art and Performance Research Hub, and developed with R.M. Sanchez-Camus 
(Lead Artist) in partnership with Axis and the Social Art Network. SAFEDl's aim was to commission artists to work with people who have been 
marginalized from visual arts organisations, to collaborate, create artwork, and explore these works with arts partners, to create policy change 
better suiting people who have been excluded in the past. 

The project included a research group of four co-researchers, six commissioned artists, a project team of producers and co-ordinators, six arts 
organisation partners, and a wide variety of participants / collaborators working with the artists. 

SAFEDI has exceeded almost all its targets, met all its short-term outcomes, and made headway into most of its medium-term outcomes and 
longer-term impact despite an ambitious project plan for a twelve-month period, much of which was taken over by covid and lockdown periods. 

"Now rather than go straight to the usual sculptors we're trying to widen that conversation. To think about how we do it, who for, who 
decides, who designs. Yuen's helped us understand and think differently. Without his patient, gracious advocacy we wouldn't have 

got to this. It's gentleness used powerfully." 
Rebecca Maddox, Sheffield City Council 

Cover ;mage: Lack of nme Lady K;tt, 2(:}21. Image descr;ptfon: Colour photograph, ;nterfor. A Nny paper sculpture of a pocket watch wUh a 
work;ng clock face. It ;s green and p;nk and has pound s;gns and a Nny heart around the clock face ;nstead of numbers. It sUs ;n a green paper 
tube surrounded by p;nk paper. A Ught sMnes on the sculpture. 
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The six commissions involved: 

Lady Kitt + associate artists with Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art and Artists and creatives with learning disabilities 
working online and off site using paper craft, music and recitations (spoken word) to explore why galleries are not inclusive of their disabilities. 

Lily Lavorato with East Street Arts and artists and creatives with disabilities and chronic illness 
working online and round the fire in conversation, with fire as a metaphor, and through words, charcoal sketches and photography, to discuss 
their negative and positive experiences of being in arts spaces. 

JarSquad with Nudge Community Builders and Women experiencing racism / Men who do not access JarSquad 
Working at pop-up community events and the JarSquad space, to think about collaboration, exchange and hierarchy whilst collecting surplus 
ingredients and making preserves. 

Shama Khanna with not/nowhere and Black people and People of Colour 
working online to produce a book covering a range of personal stories, thought pieces and responses to what exclusion feels like and why it 
happens. 

The Women's Art Activation System and National Gallery (unofficial) and Mothers and care givers of young children 
visiting the National Gallery to document barriers for those with small children, and investigate how motherhood is represented in the collection 
through a purpose made eye-spy game. 

Yuen Fong Ling with Sheffield City Council Cultural Decolonising Group and artists of colour 
working in meetings, online, in creative workshops and at arts and community events in the Theatre Deli (former shop) space to explore the role 
of the plinth in the exclusion of inclusion of people in colonial contexts. 
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https://www.axisweb.org/safedi/
https://www.socialartlibrary.org/search?q=SAFEDI
https://www.artsindustry.co.uk/feature/2502-the-word-finding-your-new-visual-arts-audience
https://www.artsindustry.co.uk/feature/2502-the-word-finding-your-new-visual-arts-audience
https://safedi.org.uk/
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